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|'am Markus Bleuel from Frankfurt, Germany

Since 10 years | work in the field of optics for spectroscopy with
polarized neutrons. | am very impressed by the group | am working
with at KUR. In the field of polarized neutrons Professor Kawabata
and Professor Hino are a well known international experts and
working with them and their group using advanced technigues to
build the next generation of neutron instruments is amazing!

| am very grateful for Kawabata-sensei and Hino-sensei to give me
the opportunity to work at KUR and | like Japan very much!

What is your first impression about KUR?

Since the first day | am very fascinated by the Japanese culture
and the way how they combine very old traditions with modern life.
To give an example, together with my host, Achiwa-sensei, we did
a trip on a bicycle on my first weekend in Japan. It was the
weekend of Danchiri, which | enjoyed very much, since it is very
lively with music and many colors. | particularly liked that children
are included into the duties of the festivall That day we visited
Mizunachi Jizo and had a nice supper at the Onsen near there.
Well, this is a good example to explain my experience in Kansai
and surrounding areas. | am absolutely astonished by cultural
treasures you can reach within 1-3h by train, but also see right
here in Kumatori.

| astonished my friends and colleagues to really like every kind of
Japanese food (beside perhaps Nato) and being very curious
about new dishes (for example Ume Odon at Kayo-san).

| keep exploring the culture and consider Kumatori a very good
starting point to explore Kyoto, which is a real jewel, but also the
Wakayama and Mie area like Nara, Toba, Kobe and Osaka.
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